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CHAP, xvi they penetrated to the enemy's rear. The contest
was close for a time, but at length the left of the
enemy broke, and disintegration along the whole
line soon followed. Early tried to rally Ms men,
but they were followed so closely that tliey had to
give way very quickly every time they attempted
to make a stand. Our cavalry, having pushed on
and got in the rear of the Confederates, captured
twenty-four pieces of artillery, besides retaking
what had been lost in the morning. This victory
pretty much closed the campaigning in the Valley
of Virginia. All the Confederate troops "were sent
back to Eichmond, with the exception of one
division of infantry and a little cavalry. Wright's
corps was ordered back to the Army of the Poto-
mac, and two other divisions were withdrawn from
the Valley. Early had lost more men in killed,
wounded, and captured in the Valley than Sheridan
had commanded from first to last.

Gen. Hayes On more than one occasion in these engagements
General R. B. Hayes, who succeeded me as Presi-

i877-i88o dent of the United States, bore a very '.honorable
part. His conduct on the field was marked by
conspicuous gallantry, as well as the display of
qualities of a higher order than that of mere per-
sonal daring. This might well have been expected
of one who could write at the time he is said to
have done so, "Any officer fit for duty who at this
. ^ crisis would abandon his post to electioneer for a
seat *n Congress, ought to be scalped." Having
entered' the army as a major of volunteers at the
beginning of the war, Q-eneral Hayes attained by

Byt. MJ*J.-' meritorious service the rank of brevet major-general
i^' ' before its close. his cavalry by both flanks, and
